
ELDERS MINUTES 
June 1, 2017 

Attendance:  Randy Ballinger, Brad Beach, Nolan Markley, Dave Torbeck, Bob Powell, John Pattison, and Wes 
Sewell 
Wes Sewell opened the meeting with prayer.  Rob Doty’s brother had a heart attack and he is on his way to 
Knoxville, TN.  We also remembered the Goins family following Danny’s passing. 

Brad Beach presented an offer from Pike Lumber Company of Akron, Indiana.  They are interested in 
harvesting some trees from the woods on our 80 acre property.  Currently there are ash trees that are 
infested with Emerald Ash Borer and are dying.  In addition, there are mature trees that should be 
harvested. Some of the elders are aware of this company and they have a good reputation.  This plan will 
produce some income for the building fund and make the woods healthier for the future.  In addition, this 
will reduce the potential liability from dead trees that could fall on hikers.  It was agreed by consensus that 
we proceed with Pike Lumber to harvest the diseased and mature trees.  It will be up to the church to cut 
up and remove the tops.  All proceeds will be deposited to the building fund.  Brad and Nolan Markley also 
presented the April financial statements.  For the month, income exceeded expenses by $21,544.  Finances 
for the year continue to be strong.  It was decided we will switch our shepherding meeting to the first 
Thursday and the business meeting to the third Thursday of each month.  This will allow the finance ministry 
to have statements from the previous month available for the business meeting.  This change will begin in 
July.  The final job description for a part time bookkeeper was presented.  Instead of the Elder Leadership 
Manual, it will be included in the Staff Job Descriptions. 

Randy announced the next open leadership meeting tentatively will be held August 17, at a time to be 
determined.  This is open to the congregation and will be announced in advance.  We will be working on an 
evaluation for the elder team.  We are also to be praying for men who could be candidates for both elder 
and deacon.  We will provide teaching for the congregation and there will be a bulletin insert prior the 
process beginning.  There was a time of pray for the process and identification of men who would serve. 

Steve Williams has put together a document on Pentecost.  It will be included in the bulletin this week and 
Wes will be preaching on the subject.  Also, on August 27, 2017, our church will be 178 years old to the day.   

Wes reported some comments he has heard on the service time switch.  Most have been positive and 
everyone appears to enjoy the energy of a full auditorium.  He has identified 73 individuals (so far) who 
could be active in the new ABF class for 20 and 30 year olds.  Several have expressed interest in attending.  
Potential teachers at this time are Kyle Thompson and Jonathan Leger.  Logan Thompson may also 
participate.  The next Fellowship Night, on June 25, will be a movie night and the movie Faith of Our 
Fathers will be shown.  July 16, will be “friend day” and lunch will be offered.   Wes will be asking for 
individuals to participate in identifying creative ways to include more prayer in our services.  Wes gave an 
update on what is being done to accomplish the goals of our vision document.   

Dave Torbeck led a discussion on the last part of chapter two in the book, Lasting Impact.   

Randy Ballinger closed the meeting with prayer. 

Bob Powell 
Secretary


